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What is smart home technology
Your home is your castle, and a castle must be protected at all times. Of course, you’re not always at home. You’ve got to go to work and you need
vacations to get away from work!
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So how can you keep a watchful eye over your home and make sure your belongings are safe when you’re away? Two words: home automation.
There are many companies revolutionizing the home automation industry.
Home automation has been around for a long time, but the emergence of smartphones and Wi-Fi has made the technology more convenient and
affordable. It might sound like science fiction, but you can now control all of the appliances in your home right from your smartphone.
We still haven’t reached the day where the dishes do themselves, but these 9 smart home devices can make your life easier.

1. Smart home security system
Have you ever wished you could keep an eye on your home when you are out of town? With automated security technology such as Piper
(https://getpiper.com/), you can now monitor your home security system 24/7 from your smartphone with a smart home security app. Piper gives
you a panoramic view of your home and should notify you if any unusual motion is detected.
If your home is supposed to be empty during your family getaway, Piper should notify you with a phone call, text, or email if, for instance, a window is
opened or it detects a loud noise on your property. You can even see a video of what caught its attention on your phone.

2. Video doorbell camera
When you’re on your next tropical vacation, not everyone will know that you’re away from home. People may drop by your house and ring the
doorbell expecting to see you. With Ring (https://shop.ring.com/pages/doorbell-cameras), you can answer your door from the palm of your hand.
Ring’s VideoDoorbell is a Wi-Fi enabled doorbell camera that allows you to video chat with visitors through your smartphone.
Have you ever missed an important package because you were just a few minutes late getting home? With doorbell cameras, you can let the delivery
man know that it’s safe to leave the delivery at your door.

3. Smart plug and smart outlets
Let’s say you rushed to work in the morning and forgot to turn the TV off. With the Belkin WeMo smart power outlet
(https://www.belkin.com/us/Products/home-automation/c/wemo-home-automation/), you can use your home Wi-Fi network to turn devices on
and off right from a smart home app. This home automation technology can even tell you how much power or energy you use on your electronics,
giving you valuable insight into which electronics and appliances are costing you the most each month. Check out our summer energy savings
guide (https://blog.nationwide.com/energy-saving-tips-to-reduce-electricity-bill/) for help cutting down on energy consumption from your
electronics and more.

4. Smart thermostat
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Forgetting to adjust the thermostat when you leave your house can be a big waste of money. Smart thermostats are making this scenario a thing of
the past. With technology like Nest (https://store.google.com/us/category/connected_home?hl=enUS&GoogleNest&utm_source=nest_redirect&utm_medium=google_oo&utm_campaign=GS102776&utm_term=control), convenient control of
your home’s thermostat is now right at your fingertips wherever you are.
With a programmable smart thermostat you can control the settings from your Apple or Android smartphone. Best of all, its sophisticated automation
technology continually learns to pre-heat/cool your home based on your habits so that you are comfortable at all times. The last thing you want after a
long day at work is to come home to a freezing house. With a Wi-Fi enabled thermostat, you can take total control of your home’s temperature
settings.
Your thermostat isn’t the only appliance you can control from a smart home app. Here is a list of the best smart appliances
(https://blog.nationwide.com/smart-appliances-to-consider/) to help you continue the modernization of your home.

5. Smart irrigation controller
One easy thing to forget when you go on vacation (besides your toothbrush) is finding someone to water your plants. Fortunately, there is even home
automation technology that has your garden covered. Whether you are looking for complete Wi-Fi watering systems, moisture sensors, smart
gardening apps and cloud platforms or gardening DIY and open source systems, plant watering sensor systems
(https://www.techhive.com/article/3220478/best-smart-sprinkler-controller.html) can help.

6. Smart smoke and carbon monoxide detectors
Fire and carbon monoxide are two of the biggest safety hazards in your home so it’s comforting to have the ability to monitor them from anywhere
with a smart home app. Nest also created an alarm that syncs with your smartphone to alert you if the smoke or carbon monoxide alarm goes off.
Nest Protect (https://store.google.com/us/product/nest_protect_2nd_gen?hl=en-US&GoogleNest) includes features that give you real-time
updates about smoke and carbon monoxide levels. It can also notify you when the batteries are low in your alarms.

7. Smart aquarium controller
Beyond your home and garden, home automation technology can even protect another precious belonging: your fish! Apex aquarium monitoring
(https://www.neptunesystems.com/products/apex-controllers/why-apex/) gives you complete control over your tank from your smartphone.
From ozone control to automated feeding, this device eliminates the need for a Nemo-sitter on your next holiday and takes the marine biology
guesswork out of your aquarium.

8. Smart locks
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Do you ever leave home and forget whether you locked the back door? Worrying about unlocked doors can be a source of anxiety for anyone. What if
you could easily control your locks from your smartphone? You can with the Schlage Connect Smart Deadbolt
(https://www.schlage.com/en/home/smart-locks.html).
The smart deadbolt gives you a virtual spare key so you don’t need to hide anything under your doormat. With this home automation technology, you
can control your locks from anywhere with your mobile device. Do you need to let your dog walker in every week while you’re at work? You can do so
with the Deadbolt.

9. Smart home
What if you were able to control multiple devices in your home through one single app? Wink makes this possible. The Wink
(https://www.wink.com/products/) app maintains partnerships with more than 30 products from a variety of manufacturers – offering you
convenience and simplicity when it comes to connecting to the items you rely on every day such as sprinkler systems, lights and locks like the
Schlage Deadbolt mentioned above. It doesn’t stop there; the Wink HUB (https://www.wink.com/products/wink-hub/) is a platform that enables
the multi-product connectivity, allowing your smart devices to speak the same wireless language.
Smartphones are quickly becoming all-empowering devices that can turn your house into a fully-controllable smart home. These 9 groundbreaking
home automation technologies can be used to protect your home directly from your smartphone. While smart home apps may help make your home
more secure or efficient, they don’t protect your property or belongings if something unexpected happens. You’ll want to have quality home
insurance coverage (https://www.nationwide.com/personal/insurance/homeowners/pages/coverage) to enjoy peace of mind at all times.

Third party websites and products referenced by Nationwide are controlled and operated by third parties and not by Nationwide. Nationwide makes
no representations and disclaims all liability as to the content or material available at those websites, the accuracy of information, and the quality of
products or services provided or advertised. The fact that Nationwide references such sites and products is not an endorsement, authorization,
express or implied sponsorship, or affiliation with respect to such sites and products, its owners, sponsors, or providers.
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