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Microprocessors and microcontrollers are designed for various applications. We
will be interested in embedded systems.

Embedded system A microcontroller- or microprocessor-based computer sys-
tem dedicated to a specific application.

This is contrasted with general-purpose computer systems such as desktop
workstations. When choosing a microcontroller for a project some important
items to consider are listed in the table.

Type Support

The microcontroller 8-,16-, or 32-bit devices and families

Modules RAM, ROM, Timers, IO, etc

Expansion Various compatible chips in family

Software Available Compilers C,C++

Code Warrior, Composer, etc.

Development In Circuit Debuggers and Emulators

Systems for motor control, etc.

Documentation Manuals, application notes and training

Hardware Various computer boards to aid development

The Company Reliable? Second-source? Tech Help?

Financial Cost of parts and system, training, etc.

Table 1: Table of Support for Families of Microcontrollers






















